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Terms of Subseription.—“Tae WesTeErs

Sexriner” is pablished every Friday morning, and

mailed to subscribers at Two poLLARs a year, in ac-
vance; Two poLLARS and a mALF after six months,
yr TUREXE DOLLARS after the close of the subscription
vear. To any one procuring six subscribers, and
paying the cash in advance, the paper will be
furnished one year, gratis.

Terms of Advertising in the Sentinel
Our regular rates of advertising are as follows
Jna square (14 lines or less( first insertion §1 00

P®ch snbsequent insertion, - - - - - - 23
For one square three months, -- - - - 350
For six months, - = =« - - - = -« « 550

For twelve months, 8 b0
335~ Liberal deductions in favor of regular ad-
vertisers,

Professional or Business Cards, not exceeding five
lines in length, FIVE DOLLARS a year—longer ones in
proportion.

st i 7 notify

34~ Postinasters are required by la«; to -,
publishers when papers are not taken from _t el
plives—and those failing to do so become respon-
sible tor the snbseription-money.

Office on Wesi Street, below the A. E. Church,

59— M D. SMITH, Esq.; of Greensboro’, is our
authorized Agent for the Coun*y of Guilford.

5@ Mr. JACOB FRALEY, is our author-
izad Agent for [redell connty.

;=¥ Mr. W. K. NUNNERY, is our anthorized
Acent for Moore cvunty.

¥~ R. E. REEVES, Esq.,is our anthorized
Azent for the County of Surry.

5 GEO. II. HAMILTON, Esq., ot Jefferson, is
sur Acent tor the County of Ashe.

35~ Mr. W. II. RODWELL is our authorized
Agent for Yadkin county.

| Ina_xigural Address
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

Fellow-Citizens of the United States :

In compliance with a cnstom
as old as the government itself, I appear
betore vou to address you briefly and to
take, in your presence, the oath preseribed
by the constitution of the United States,
to be taken by the DPresident hefore he
enters on the exccenrion of his office.

I do not consider it necessary at present
for me to discenss those matters of  admin-
istration abont which there is no special
apxiety or excitemnent.

An appreliension seems to exist among
thie people of the Southern States that by
the accession of a republican  sdministra-
tion their property and their peace and
personal securiry are to be endangered.

There has never bheen any reasonable
cause tor such apprehiension.  Iudeed, the
most amnple evidence to the contrary has
all the while existed and been open to
their inspection. 1t is ‘ound in nearly all
the published speeches of him who now
addresses yoa.

I do but quote from one of those speech-
es when I declare that *I have vo purpose
directly or indirectly, to interfere with
the institution of slavery in the States
where it exists. I believe I have no law-
ful right to do so. I have no inclination
to doso.”

Those who nominated and electel me
did so with a full knowledge that I had
made this and many similar declarations,
and had never receanted them; and more
than this, they placed in the plattormo, for
my acceptance, and asa law te themselves
aud to me, the clear and emphatie resolu-
tion which I now read :

“ Resolved. That the maintenance invio-

late of tue rights of tlie States, and espe-
cially the right or each State to order and
control its own domestie institutions, ac-
cording to its own judgment exclusively,
is essential to the Lalance of power on
which the perfection and endurance of our
political-fabric depends, and we denounce
the lawless invazion by armed force, of
the soil ot any State or territory, no mat-
ter under what pretext, as among the
gravest of eriwnes.”

I now reiteraie these sentiments, and in
doing so, I only press upon the public at-
tention the most conclusive evidence of
which the case is susceptible That the
property. peace, and secarity of no section

are to be in anywise endangered by the

now incoming administration.

I add, too, that all the protection which,
consistently with the eonstitution and the
laws ‘can be given, will be cheerfully giv-
en to all the States, when ' lawfully “de-
manded, tor whatever cause. as cheerfully
to one section as to another, - y

There is much.controversy about the de-
livering up of fugitives irom service or la-
bor, . The clanse I now read is as plamly
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written in the cdusﬁt@ﬁbﬁ as any other of

“No person lield to service or labor 'in |

aother. To the proposition, then, that
slaves whose cases come within the terms
of this clause “sghall be delivered up,” their
oaths are nnanimous.

Now, it they wonld make the effort in
good temper, could they not with nearly
equal unanimity, frame and pass a law by
meavs of which to keep good that unani-
mous oath ?

There is some difference of opinion
whether this clause should be enforced by
national or by State authority. DBut sure-
ly that difference is not a very material
one.

If the slave is to be surrendered, it can
be of but littie consequence to him or to
others by which anthority itisdone. And
should any one, in any case, be content
that his oath shall go unkept on a merely
unsubstantial controversy as to Aow 1t
shall be kept? '

Again, in any law upon this subject
ought not all the safegunards of liberty
known in the civilized and hnmane juris-
prudence to be introduced, so that a tree
man be notin any case surrendered as a
slave?

Aud might it not be well, at the same
timne, to provide by law for the enforce-
ment of that clanse in the constitution
which guaranties that the citizens of each
State shali be entitled to all privileges and
immunities of citizens in the several
States ¢

I take the official oath to-day with no
mental reservations, and with no purpose
to construe the coustitution or laws by any
hypercritical rules. And while I do not
choose now to specity any particular acts
of Congress as proper to be enforced, I do
snggest that will be mnch safer for all,
both in ofiicial arcd private stations, to
conform to and abide by all those acts
which stand nnrepealed, than
any of them, trusting o find impunity in
having them held to be uncoustitutional.

It is seveniy-two yearssince the first in-
auguration of a President under our na
tional constitation.  During that period
fifteen diff' rent and greatly distinguished
citizens have, in successiou, adwministered
the execuiive branch of the government.

They have conducted it throngh many
perils; and generally with great snecess.—
Yeu with al! the scope for precedent, 1
now énter upon the same task for the brief
constitadicual term of four years under
great and peculiar difficulty. A disruption
of the Federal Union heretofore only me-
naced, is now formidably attempted.

I hold that in contemsplation of the uni-
versal law and ot the constitation, the
Union of these States is perpetual. Per-
petuity is implied, if not expressed, in the
ftndamental law of all national govern-
ments. It is safe to assert rhat no govern-
ment proper ever had a provision in 1its
organic law to its own termination,

Continue to execute all the express pro-

visions of onr national constitution, and
the Union will endure forever, it being

impossible to destroy it except by soinc
action not provided for in the instrumeut
itself.

Again if the United States be not a gov-
ernment proper, but an association of
States. in the nature of contract merely,
can it, as a contract, be peacecbly un-
made by less than all the parties who
made it? One party to a contract may
violate or break it, so to speak, but does
it not require all to 1awtully rescind it?

Descending from these general princi-
ples, we find the proposition that in legal
contemplation the Union is perpetual,
confirmed by the history of the” Union it-
self.

The Union is much older than the con-
stitntion. It was formed n fact by the
articles of association in 1776. It was fur-
ther matured and the faith of all the then
thirieen States expressly plighied and en-
gaged that it should be pervetual by the
articles of confederation in 1778.

Anund finally, in 1787, one of the declared
objeects for erdaining aud establishing the

Union,
ion by one or by a part only of the States
perfect than bLefore the counstitation, hav-
ing lost the vital element of perpetuity.
follows, from thése views, that no

fully get ont of the Union—that resolves

| and ordinances to that eftect are legally

void ; and that acts of viclence within any
Strate or States against the anthority of the
Uuited States are insarrectionary or revo-
‘lationary, according to cirenmstances; .

I therefore eonsider, that in view of the
constitation and the laws,the Union is an-
broken, and to the extent of my ability, T
shall take ‘care, as the Constitution ex-
pressly enjoine tpon me, that the laws

the States.

" Doing this I deein to be only & simple
ey Tyt
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be lawfully possible, the Upion is less.

State, upon its own meve motion, can law-

of the Union be ﬁtiti:fally executed in all

to violate |

constitarion was to torm -a more pertec® |
But if the destruction of the Uun--
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‘cease.
.coutinumf the T
-on one side or tke other.

to hold, ocenpy and possess the property
and places belonging to the government,
ang to colleet the.duties and imposts, but
bevond what may be necessary for these
objects there will be no invasion, no using
of force against or among the people any-
where.

‘Where hostility to the United States in
any interior locality shall be so great and
so universal as to prevent competent
resident citizens from holding federa! ofii-
ces, thete will be no attempt to force ob-
noxions straugers among the people for
that objeet. “

While the strict legal right may exist
in the government to enforce the exercise
of these offices, the attempt to do so wonld
be so irritating and so nearly impracticable
with all, that I deem it betfer to forego for
the time the mses of such offices. The
mails, unless repelled, will continue to be
turnished in all parts of the Union.

So far as possible the people everywhere
shall have that sense of perfeet security
which is most fuvorable to calm thought
and reflection.

The course here indicated will be fol-
Iowed, unless current events and experi-
ence shall show a modificatien or change
to be proper; and in every case.and exi-
gency my best discretion will be exercised
according to circumstances actunally exist-
ing, and with a view and a hope of a
peacetful solution of national troubles, and
the restoration of fraternal sywpathies and
affections.

That there are persons in one seetion or
another who seek to destroy the Union at
all eventr, and are glad ot any pretext to
do it, I will neither affirm or deny, but if
there be sneh, I need address no word to
them. To those, however, who really
love the Union, may I not speak?

Before entering upon so grave a matter
as the destruction of our national tabrie,
with all its benefits, its memories and  1ts
hopes, would it not be wise to ascertain
vrecisely why we do it?

Will you hazard so desperate a step
while there is any possibility that any
portion of the ills yon fly from have no
real existence ¢ Will yon, while the eer-
tain ills you fly to are greater than all the
real ones yon fly fromm—will you risk the
commizsion of so fearful a mistuke?

All profess to be content in the Union,

if all constitutional rights can be main-
tained. Is it troe, then, that any right,

plainly written in the constiiution,
been demed ? I think net.

Happily the human mind is so constitu-
ved that no party can reach to the audaci-
ty of doing this, Think, it yon can, of a
single mstance in which a plainly written
provision of the constitution has ever been
denied.

It by tke mere forze of numbers, a ma-
jority should deprive a minority of any
clearly written constitutional right, it
might in & moral point of view justify
revolution ; certainly would if such a right
were a viial one. : *

Bat such is not our ease. All the vital
rights of minorities and of individuals are
so plainly assured to them by afiirmations
and negoriations, guarantees and provis-
ions, in the constitution, that controversies
never arise concerning them,

Buat no organic law can ever be framed
with a provisicn specifically applicable to
every gquestion which may occur in prac-
tical administration.

No foresight can anticipate, nor any
document of reasonable length contain ex-
press provisions for all possible questions
Shzll fugitives from labor be surrendered
by national or by State authority? The
constitntion does not expressly say. Muast
Congruss protect slavery in the Territeries?
The constitution does not expressly say.

From questions ot this class spring all
our controversies, as we divide upon them
into majorities and minorities..

If the minority will not acquiese, the
majority must, or the government muost
: There is no other alternative ; for
vernment is acquiescence

has

If a minority in such a case will secede
rather than acquiesce, they make a prece-
dent which, in tarn, will divide and’ 1unin
them. For a minority ot their own will

‘secede from them whenever a majority

refuses to be eontrolled by such a minori-
ty. : PIc '
For instance, why may not any portion

of a new confederacy a year or two lLence |°
-arbitrarily secede again, precisely as por- |
tions of the present

; Union now e¢laim, to
secede from it? ~ All who cherish disunion
geritiments are now being educated to. the
exact temper of doing this. =

“Is there such g perfect identity of inter-
ests among the States to se & Dew

centra
aparc

/idea of reeession is the

‘esseuce of
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Union a8 to produce barmouny only and |
prevent renewed secession? Plainly the

| to say that holding ench ' a prow
e b
: go::aﬁombohg nade‘expre

———

I do not forget the position assumed by
some that constitutional questions are to
be decided by the Snpreme Court, nor do
I deny thatsuch decisions must be bind-
ing in any case upon the parties to a suit
as to the object of that sunit, while they
are also entitled to very high respect and
consideration in all parallel cases by all
other departments of the government.—
And while it is obviously possible that
such decisions may be erroneous in any
given case, still the evil effect following
it, being limited to that particular ease,
with the chance that it may be overruled
and never become a precedent for other
cases, can better be borne than could the
evils of a different praectice.

At the same time the ecandid citizen
must confess that if the policy of the gov-
ernimnent upon vital questions affecting the
whole people is to be irrevocably fixed by
the decisions of the Supreme Court, the
instant that they are made in ordinary lit-
ization between parties in personal actions,
the people will have ceased to be their own
rulers, having to that extent praetically
resigned their government into the hands
of that eminent tribunal.

Now is there, in this view, any assanlt
upon the court or the judges. Itisa duty
from which they may notshrink, to decide
cases properly bronght before them, and
it is no fault of theirs if others seek to turn
their decisions to political purposes.

One section of our country believes that
slavery is right and ought to be extended,
while the other believes that it is wrong
and onght not to be extended. This is the
only substantial dispute.

The fugitive slave clause of the consti-
tution, and the law for the suppression of
the foreign slave trade, are each as well
enforeed perhaps as anylaw can be in a
community where the moral sense of the
people imperfectly supports the law it-
self.

The great body of the people abide by
the dry legal obligations in other cases,
and a few break over in each. This 1
think, cannot be perfectly cured, and it
would be worse in both cases after the
separiation of the scction than before.—
The foreign slave trade, now iwperfeetly

tsnppressed, would be ultimately revived

witliont restriction in one section, while
fugitive slaves, now vnly partially surren-
dered, would not be surrendered at all Ly
the other.

Physically speaking,we cannot separate
—we eannot remove oar respective claims
fromn each other; nor bunild an impassible
wall between them. A Lhiusband and wife
may bLe divorced and go out of the pres-
ence and beyond the reach of each other,
but the different parts ot our country can-
not do this.

They caunot but remain face to f: ce and
intercourse, either amicable or hostile,
must continue between them. Is it possi-
ble then to make that intercourse more
satisfactory atter separation than before?

Can aliens make treaties easier than
friends can make laws? Can treaties be
more faithfully entforced between aliens
than laws can among friends?

Suppese you go to war, you caunot fight
always ; and when, after much loss on both
sides and mno gain on either, yon cease
fighting, the identical old question as to
the terms of interconrse are again upon
you. This country, with its ‘institutions,
belong to the people who inbabit it.—
Whenever they shall grow weary of the
existing Government they can exercise
their Constitutional right of amending it,
or their revolutionary right to dismem-
ber or overthrow it.

I cannot be ignorant of the fact that
many worthy and patriotic citizons are
desirous of having the national constitation
amended. While 1 :nake no recomnmen-
dations of amendments, I fully recognize
therighttful anthority of the people over
tie whole subject, te be exereised 1n eith-
er of the modes prescribed in the instra-
ment itself, sndl.[ shounld, under existing
circuwstances, favor, rather than oppose,
a fair opportunity being afforded the peo-
ple to act npon it. ' : _

I wiall veuture to add, that to me the
convention mode seems preferable, in that
it allows amendments to originate with the
peoople themselves, instead of only permit--
ting them to take or reject propositions
originated by others not especially chosen
for the purpose, and which might not be

precisely such as they would wish to eith-

er accet]jt or approve. : ;
I understand that a proposed amend-
‘ment ti)x “the conIa‘.liitution—whibllnh' arend-
ment, however, ave not seen—has -
’ foderal

ed Cougress,. to the effect that the federa

_ ﬁomrpmént shall never interfere with the
‘domestic institutions of the States, includ- |

ing that ot persons he'd te service. =
< VB vold . Patsacoutenticon ol Bhabel
said, 1L l‘fepﬁﬂk ‘from iy purpose ;
: B R, .

\ to

speak of particular amaridme
now.
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paired by him to his successor.

Why should there not be a patient con
fidence in the vltimate justice of .the peo-
ple? Is there any better or equal hope in

eitliller? party without faith of beiug in the
right

f the almighty Ruler of Nations, with
I:s eternal truth and justice; be on your
side of the North, or on your side of the
South, that truth and that justice will sure-
ly prevail by the judgment ot this great
tribunal—the judgusert of the American
people.

By the frame of the govermtent under
which we live, this same people have wise-
ly given their publieservants but little pow-
er to do m’schief, and have, with equal
wisdom, provided for the retarn of that
little to their own hands at very shortin-
tervals.

While the people retain their virtnes
and vigilance, no administrations, by any
extreme of wickedness or folly, can very
seriously injure the Government in the
short space ot four years.

My countrymen, one and all, think
calmly and well upén this whole subject.
Nothing valuable can be lost by taking
time. If there be an ohject to hurry any
of vou in hot haste to a step which youn
will never take deliberately, that object
will be frustrated by takirg time, but no
good object can be frustrated by it.

Such of you as are now dissatisfied still
have the oid constitntion nnimpaired ; and
on the sensitive point, the laws of your
own framing under it, while the new ad-
ministration will have no immediate pow-
er if it woald, to change either, If it were
admitted that you, who are dissatisfied,
hold the right in the dispute, there still is
nosingle good reason for precipitate ae-
tion.

Intelligence, patriotism, christianity and
a firm reliance on Him who has never
yet forsaken this tavored land, are still
competent to adjust, in the best way all
our present difficulties.

In your hands, my dissatisfied country-
men, and not in mine, is the momentous
issue of civil war. The Government will
not assail yov.

You can have no conflict with out being
yourselves the aggressors. Yow have no
oath registered in Heaven to destroy this
government, while I shall have the most
solemn one to preserve, protect and detend
it.

1 am loth to close. We are not cne-
mies, but friends. We must not bLe eue-
mies—-thongh passion may have strained, it
must not break our bonds of atfeetion.—
The mystic clonds of memory, stretehing
from every battle-field, and every patiriot’s
grave, to every living Learth-stone, zll over
tlus broad land, will yet swell the chorus
of the Union,when again touched, as surely
they will be by the better angels of our na-
ture.

CAPTIONS

OF THE ACTS PASSED BY THE GEN-
ERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1860-'61,AND

OF THE TWO HOUSES.

An act for the relief of the Banks and the
people.

[The Act authorized the snspension of spe-
cie payment, by repealing the ena%t'y ]

An Act toineorporate the ““Gardner Val-
ley Mining Company.”

An Aect for the appointmant of an add:-
tional Inspector of Flour, Provisions
and Storage™ in the town of Wilming-
fon. -

An Act to repeal an Act passed at the
Session of 1858-8. entitled *“an ALct
granting to the Superior Court of Burke
county, original and exclusive jurisdic-
tion of alF__c;'imiual causes and State
prosecutions, where the intervention of
a jury may be neﬁe&mg.” 2

An Act to provide for the purchase of
Arms and Muniggmoé %t{'g' :_T 3 :
[Appropriating ,000.

A:E }&gt I::on.cm-uing Courts of Oyerand
Termiror. ; - A
[Gives the Courts of Oyer and Termin-
er a grand jury.] i

An -Act to -authorize the holding of a

»

well connty,for the trial of & negrocharg-
ed with having committed a rape upon
a white woman. R '

An Act to authorize and empower the

of the county of Jones,to coliect arre-

ges of taxes. . B *
~Al:a.§0t for the !‘hlieigbmm of Will-
~ijam W. Ward, late Sheriff of Martin.

.
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the world? In our present ditiiculties, is |
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Court of Oyer and Terminer in Cas- |
~ sureties of William Pollock, late Sheriff |

! [Amﬂiﬂa-.nh IE_ II" {OE n_a- ﬁ '| __"h .m? _‘.‘ -: : 'Hi..l_ Df—
not_to }‘Aaj Act to'alter. the ‘time of opening the

ls in elections, 8t ihe precinets of |

An Aet tor anthonze ftlhe helding” of &
Court of Oyer aud. Termminer iu North-
ampton County. - :

An Aect toprovide for the taking the Rst
of taxables in Ore gon district Beaufort
eounfy.. .

An Act to repay the Bauk moneys improp-
erly eollected from them..

An Aect for the relief” of Daniel Dougher-
ty.

AnyA.ct to incorporate: tlie Gibson Hill
Mining Compary, in the county of
Guilferd.

An Act to prohibit the Emancipation of
Slaves by Will.

Ar Act coneerning the call of a Conven-
tion of the people of the State to consid-
er the Federal affairs.

An Act for the protection of the Hay-
wood Male and Female Academies.

An Act to-pievent the telling of timber in
certain. streams in: the county of Ire-
dell..

An Act to change the place of holding the
Court of Wardens, in Northampton
conuty.

An  Actto incorporate Judson Fsmale
College, in the town of Henderson.

An Actto appoint tax eollectors for the
couuties ot Wayne, Haywood, Barke,
Pasgyuotank, Mecklenburg, Iredeli,—
Davidson, Anpsen, Union and other
counties.

An Act to ircorporate ‘“‘the Baltimoro
and North Carolina Copper and Gold
Mining Company.” '

ley Mining Company,” in the county of
Davidson. .

An Act to incorporate the Davidson Coq-
per Mining Company.

An Act supplemental to an Act passed at
the present Session of the General As-
sembly, laying off and establishing the
coanty of Transylvania.

An Actto prevent the felling of timber
in, or otherwise obstructing the arm of
the North prong of Belew’s Creek in
Forsythe eounty

An Act to incorporate the Chatham Rail-
road Company.

[This Act makes no appropriation, bnt
simply gives a charter to construeta
road trown the Coal Fields te Raleigh,
or some point en the N. C. Railroad
near Raleigh. See Supplemental Bill
below. .

An Act to lay off and establish the coun-
ty of Traunsylvania, from portions of
Burcombe and Jackson connties

An Actto amend an Act entitled*an Act
1o establish the Bauk of Commerce.”

[The Act provides for the removal of
certain restrictions under which the

bauk has heretofore labored. }

An Aet to securethe er>mpletion of the
Wilmington, Charlotte & Rutherford
Rail road, and to amend the charter
there-of 3

[Authorizes an exchange ,of State: bonds
to the amount of one million of dollars,
and the BSiate takes a mortgage mpeon
the read.}

An Aect toenable the Fayettevilla &
Western Railroad Company to extend
their roed fromn the Coal Fields to some
point on the N. C. Railroad near Lex-
mgton.

[The Act authorizes an exchange of bonds.

000, and that not a dollar of saidgappro-
priation shonld be paid by the BState
until the said road had first been mabnu-
factured in this State, and the road was
graded. }

Ap Act to establish a connty by the name
of Mitchell, from portions of Yancey,
McDowell, Burke and Watauga.

An Act to continne theimprovement and
provide for the eqnipment of the Albe-
marle & Chesapeake Canal, and the wa-
ters connecied therewith. :

[An appropriation of 200,000 was made
and the work pledged for its payment.]

An Act to incorporate the Green Swamp
Company. _

An Act toamend an Act entitled “an Act
to iucorporate the town of Charlotté in
the conuty of Mecklenburg. N

An Act to incorporate the Greensboro’
Gas Light Company. <

An Act to incorporate Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, Swannanaa Lodge, No.
59, Asheville, in the county of" Bun
combe. - '

~_Gold Mining and Acqueduct Uompan

. of Cherckee. 73
An Act forthe completion of the Baild-
ings of the North Carolina Iustitation
. for the Deaf, Dumb
other purposes. -
The Aect pri
'rri‘honmd_' : Yll:‘l:..} :
An Agt to incorporate
| men -.’,- < et Y3 o8
An Act

to amutd-an ‘At P

bury, Wilmington; - Asheville and | -
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An Act to incorporate the “Silver Val -

with the State to the amount of $200,

| AnjAct to incorporate the V_tlhi' River
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